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taken his place in the Tory ranks;  at present all was confusion and unsettlement both for Mm and others.
It was a lively season, that winter of 1834! What hopes what fears, and what bets! Prom the day on which Mr. Hudson was to arrive at Korne to the election of the Speaker, not a contingency that was not the subject of a wager! People sprang up like mushrooms; town suddenly became full. Everybody who had been in office, and everybody who wished to be in office; everybody who had ever had anything, and everybody who ever expected to have anything, were alike visible. All of course by mere accident; one might meet the same men regularly every day for a month, who were only 'passing through town.; . .
But, after all, who were to form, the government, and what was the government to be? Was it to be a Tory government, or an Enlightened-Spirit-of-the-Age Liberal-Mo derate-Keforra government.; was it to be a government of high philosophy or of low practice; of principle or of expediency; of great measures or of little men? A government of statesmen or of clerks ? Of Humbug or of Humdrxim ? Great questions these, but unfortunately there was nobody to answer them. They tried the Duke; but nothing could be pumped out of him. All that he knew, which he told in his curt, husky manner, was, that he had to carry on the King's government. As for his solitary colleague, he listened and smiled, and then in his musical voice asked them questions in return, which is the best possible mode of avoiding awkward inquiries. It was very unfair this, for no one knew what tone to take ; whether they should go down to their public dinners and denounce the Eeform Act or praise it; whether the Church was to be remodelled or only admonished; whether Ireland was to be conquered or conciliated.1
Disraeli, unlike the majority, was in no doubt at all as to his opinions; but he was still in great doubt as to his party affiliations, and, decided only in his hostility to the Whigs, was still straddling between the extremes of Toryism on the one side and Radicalism on the other. Ihe formation of the Peel Government had made a general election a certainty, and he was of course anxious to obtain a seat. < I saw your son yesterday,' writes Bulwer
1 Coningsby, Bk. II. ch. 4.